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To Whom It May Concern:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

I am writing regarding the important ramifications to rural local health
departments of the 1996 Telecommunications Act. As the local governmental
presence in this rural area, charged with responsibility for protecting and
promoting the health of all the rural residents in the area, the ability to
communicate electronically throughout the state and nation is imperative.

Local health departments are very important health care providers. For example,
we are charged with responsibility for preventing and curbing epidemics,
responding to disasters such as toxic spills, floods, the effects ofhurricanes, etc. In
these situations, access to the most up-to-date information from our federal health
agencies, such as the CDC, FDA is critical. Receiving information from FEMA
and other agencies in a timely fashion is critical to developing a systematic and
comprehensive response at the local level. Better access to information and
disease-prevention protocols at the times, and especially in emergencies, is
essential for the provision of health care and will save lives.

We are pleased that local health departments are included in this Act. Linking all
of the nation's rural health departments will assure that a information
infrastructure is available for all Americans.

Please contact me for any further information that would help the FCC make its
determination.

;;~~l~'
Linda Shelton, ADM., MSN, RN
cc: Nancy Rawding, NACCHO
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